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Lower School Course Descriptions

Kindergarten

Language Arts: Writing, Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

Kindergarten students begin to learn grammar skills and how to write a complete sentence with
correct capitalization and punctuation, as well as the proper use of singular and plural nouns,
action verbs, and adjectives. Writing in kindergarten focuses on handwriting skills that are
taught in conjunction with alphabet recognition. Students learn to write manuscript upper and
lower case letters while developing an awareness of spacing in words and sentences. There is
an emphasis on decoding and encoding to build vocabulary. Students draw to express thoughts,
write creatively using phonetic spelling, make class books, and journal.

Reading

The kindergarten reading program focuses on phonemic awareness (oral blending and rhyming),
letters, word families, vocabulary, reading strategies, and comprehension skills. Students
develop listening skills, learn to recall stories, and sequence events through responding to and
reading literature. Reading, writing, listening, and speaking are all integrated throughout the
curriculum.

Math

The kindergarten math series begins with readiness skills and progresses to patterns and
numbers (one to one correspondence, counting, patterning, more/less/equal), sorting,
classifying, measurement, numeral recognition, numeral writing, shapes, and graphing. Additional
units include time, money (recognition, counting, exchanging), story problems, estimating, place
value, simple addition, and subtraction concepts. Concepts are introduced with concrete
examples. Hands-on activities are available for students to manipulate and explore while they
internalize the concepts.

Science

The science curriculum covers life science (five senses, living/non-living, plants and animals),
Earth science (weather, seasons, land/water, earth/space), physical science (matter, changes,
how things move), health science (human body, taking care of the body), and science process
skills (observation, classifying, measuring, inferring, predicting, and experimenting). Activities
help the students see and understand the relationship between science and their everyday lives.

Social Studies

Sample topics of the kindergarten social studies program include: self, friends and family, map
reading, following directions, identifying where we live, working together, cooperation,
citizenship, cultural diversity, career opportunities, and recognizing change. Social studies topics
are also integrated with alphabet studies and holidays.



Christian Education

Kindergarten uses Learning About God from the Positive Action for Christ curriculum. This study
teaches students about God through the lives of major characters throughout the Bible.
Activities will help children comprehend and apply Bible truths. Chapel is held once a week with
a children’s message from the Bible.

Physical Education

Kindergarten students participate in developmental activities related to strength, heart/lung
endurance, and flexibility. Students acquire basic movement skills: locomotor (leap, gallop, slide,
walk, run, skip, jump, and hop) and axial (bend, curl, stretch, twist, turn, swing, and sway).
Students participate in fundamental and creative rhythmic activities which develop gross motor
skills (orienting oneself in space, balance, and eye-body coordination). Health lessons are
coordinated with the classroom teachers.

Music

Kindergarten students engage in musical exploration using the Orff-Schulwerk philosophy.
Students begin the acquisition of musical concepts by singing, moving to music, listening to
music, and creating music. Both pitched and unpitched percussion instruments are used to
enjoy the music-making process before notation is introduced.

Technology

Students are introduced to the parts of the computer, proper use and care of the equipment,
Internet safety, keyboarding, and mouse proficiency as they learn to work independently. Word
processing is introduced in addition to the use of educational websites and graphics. Computers
are used in the classroom to introduce, reinforce, and enrich core classroom subject areas.

Art

The kindergarten program is interactive, focusing on the process of creating, rather than the
product. The students are exposed to drawing, watercolors, oil pastels, tempera, and mixed
media. A wide variety of materials is used to stimulate the imagination. Experiencing the media
and enjoying the experience of creating are part of every art class.

Spanish

The goal of the Spanish program in kindergarten is to develop a curiosity about foreign
languages and culture. This curiosity is developed by using a variety of fun, interactive activities
including songs, games, art/crafts, books, vocabulary pictures, hand-made booklets in Spanish,
and items to be touched and counted. Auditory, kinesthetic, and visual learning modalities are
employed in each lesson. Our topics include: zoo animals, domestic animals, transportation,
household items, foods, body parts, days of the week, and months of the year.

Media Skills

Students learn the purpose of a media center, the location of media center resources, and
circulation procedures, as well as proper book care and the parts of a book. The difference
between both fiction and nonfiction and an author versus an illustrator are introduced and
reinforced throughout the year. Regular story telling followed by a related activity provides an
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opportunity to reinforce listening and comprehension skills taught in the classroom while
nurturing the love of reading.



Pre-First

Language Arts: Writing, Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

Pre-First students use a phonics program that integrates phonics and spelling. The spelling
program builds upon the phonics program as new sounds are introduced weekly. Consonant
sounds are reviewed, and students learn short and then long vowels. High frequency words and
vocabulary from other subject areas are included as challenge words. Writing skills are taught
using whole group, small group, and individual lessons. Students write stories, journals, and
letters using challenge words and phonetically spelled words to reinforce the concept that the
written word is an expression of thoughts and ideas.

Reading

Pre-First students use a modified first grade reading program that meets their developmental
needs. Anthologies, supplemental readers, and individual student workbooks promote a love of
reading and a firm grasp of skills including phonemic awareness, rhyming, predicting,
summarizing, and generalizing. The whole language approach is also incorporated to develop
listening skills, story recall, sequence of events, and sight word recognition.

Math

The Pre-First math program is a first grade program that is modified to encourage exploration
of math concepts in real-life situations using manipulatives and paper/pencil activities. The
students begin with a review of number sense concepts, such as one-to-one correspondence
and equivalent and nonequivalent sets. Mastery of kindergarten objectives in addition,
subtraction, pattern, place value, data collection, graphing, money, time, measurement,
geometry, and fractions is accomplished before students begin work on first grade standards.
Problem solving skills are introduced and studied throughout the year.

Science

The scientific process skills of observation, classifying, measuring, inferring, predicting, and
experimenting are developed through relationships and interaction with everyday life events.
Units of study include, but are not limited to, animal habitats, migration, hibernation, spiders,
and owls.

Social Studies

The Pre-First class studies units in the areas of geography, history, social traditions, citizenship,
and map skills. These areas are presented in the order of world, country, state, community,
neighborhood, home, and self.

Christian Education

The Pre-First class builds on the introduction to God and His Word, the Holy Bible, through a
combination of Bible stories and activities. The ABC’s are building blocks to academic
education, and an ABC approach is used in scripture memorization and spiritual formation.
Chapel is held once a week with a children’s message from the Bible.



Physical Education

Pre-First grade students participate in developmental activities related to locomotor as well as
manipulative skills. Students are put in leadership roles and asked to demonstrate the various
games or skills that are being taught. The continued development of basic movement skills and
aerobic activities is taught and then expanded based on the students’ abilities. Health lessons
are coordinated with the classroom teachers.

Music

Pre-First students engage in musical exploration using the Orff-Schulwerk philosophy. Students
continue the acquisition of musical concepts by singing, moving to music, listening to music, and
creating music. Both pitched and unpitched percussion instruments are used. Basic rhythm and
melodic patterns are introduced.

Technology

Students are introduced to the parts of the computer, proper use and care of the equipment,
Internet safety, keyboarding, and mouse proficiency as they learn to work independently.
Microsoft software and shortcuts are taught and expanded. Word processing is introduced in
addition to the use of educational websites and graphics. Laptops are used in the classroom to
introduce, reinforce, and enrich core classroom subject areas. The Activboard is an interactive
tool used to support and enhance instruction.

Art

The art curriculum focuses on interactive participation with an emphasis on the process of
creating rather than the product. Students are exposed to drawing, watercolor, oil pastels,
tempera, and mixed media. A wide variety of materials is used to stimulate the imagination.
Each class period, the students enjoy creating through the experience of various media.

Spanish
In Spanish, Pre-First students continue to develop their curiosity about foreign languages and
cultures. Teaching units are interactive and structured to foster student success. Although
auditory, kinesthetic, and visual modalities are the primary modes of instruction, some printed
words are introduced. Sign language and motions are used to encourage long-term retention of
vocabulary.

Media Skills

Media center and literature skills are reinforced to increase the students’ appreciation of
reading. Skills learned in kindergarten are reinforced and discussed in more depth. Students are
encouraged to discuss reading preferences and to share their opinions.



First Grade

Language Arts: Writing, Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

Students in first grade apply grammar skills by writing, identifying complete questions and
statements, and correctly using capitalization, end punctuation, commas, quotation marks, and
verbs.. Students are taught to identify common nouns, proper nouns, verbs, pronouns, and
adjectives. The Zaner-Bloser Handwriting Program is used to teach manuscript. Age-
appropriate vocabulary is taught through the study of sight words and literature. Weekly
spelling tests prepare students to incorporate spelling words in their writing. Students express
their ideas in writing through pictures, sentences, short poems, letters, and personal narratives.

Reading

The first grade reading program incorporates the five key components of reading instruction as
identified by the National Reading Panel (2000). These components include phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency instruction, vocabulary, and text comprehension. Students are
taught phonics through an explicit and systematic program. They explore reading, increase
comprehension, and build fluency by reading a variety of genres. Vocabulary is taught as an
independent subject, as well as throughout all content areas. Students learn to make
predictions, identify problems and solutions, draw conclusions, and make inferences. Students
are placed in small groups to accommodate learning styles and rates of learning. The Reading
Resource Department provides support and enrichment.

Math

In first grade, math instruction begins with concrete-level concepts and skills. Students explore
concepts using manipulatives and work toward proficiency in mental computation and written
work. Problem-solving strategies, math vocabulary, and real-life application activities are critical
components of the program. Topics include numeration and place value concepts through
hundreds, addition and subtraction facts through 18, fractions, plane and solid figures, patterns,
time (hour and half-hour), calendar, measurement, money, and graphs. Students are placed in
small groups to accommodate learning styles and rates of learning.

Science

To help students understand the relationships between science and everyday life, first graders
employ a combination of hands-on experiments and real-life experiences. The curriculum
covers physical science (properties and characteristics, states of matter, motion and force,
forms of energy) and Earth science, (rocks, minerals, conservation, weather, and climate).

Social Studies

Social Studies is taught through interdisciplinary units. These units include an “All About Me”
unit, history, geography, map skills, America’s neighbors (Canada and Mexico), basic economics,
and citizenship.

Christian Education

First grade uses Enjoying God’s Gifts from the Positive Action for Christ curriculum. Students will
focus on the many gifts of love provided for us by God. Emphasis will be on creation, our
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families, friends, possessions, Jesus Christ, and God’s care for us. Chapel is held once a week
with a children’s message from the Bible.

Physical Education

First grade students participate in developmental activities related to strength, heart and lung
endurance, and flexibility. There is continued development of basic movement skills and
participation in fundamental aerobic and creative rhythmic activities. The students demonstrate
relationships as well as continue the development of skill patterns. There are opportunities to
create and participate in simple games, tumbling and balancing activities. Health lessons are
coordinated with the classroom teachers.

Music

Students continue to engage in musical exploration using the Orff-Schulwerk philosophy.
Students continue the acquisition of musical concepts by singing, moving to music, listening to
music, and creating music. Both pitched and unpitched percussion instruments are used.
Students will learn to read and create simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.

Technology

Earlier skills are reinforced (use and care, keyboarding, and Internet safety) while students learn
more about the features of word processing. Students at this level learn to open and close
programs, create documents, format text, insert clipart, and navigate websites. Computers and
Activeboards are used in the classroom to introduce, reinforce, and enrich core classroom
subjects.

Art

The first grade program is delivered through an experiential teaching style focusing on the
process of creating rather than the product. A wide variety of materials will be used to
stimulate the imagination and the creative process. The students will be exposed to drawing,
watercolors, oil pastels, tempera paint, clay, and mixed media. Students have fun creating
masterpieces every art period.

Spanish

The goal of first grade Spanish is for students to begin to develop a long-lasting confidence, as
well as a curiosity about languages and cultures. Spanish classes are active, fun and focused on
vocabulary building and communicative activities. These activities include songs, games, books,
crafts/art, vocabulary pictures, motions and sign language. A variety of topics are covered, such
as animals, clothing, colors, body parts, weather, months, days of the week, numbers (0 — 100),
and sports.

Media Skills

Library and literature skills continue to be reinforced and expanded. In addition, students learn
the use of the alphabet in media arrangement and how to select books of personal interest.



Second Grade

Language Arts: Writing, Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

Decoding skills and phonics is emphasized, as well as correct grammar usage and mechanics.
Students learn how to define words in context. They also develop reference and dictionary
skills. Vocabulary development is integrated in all subjects. Second graders use the writing
process to write stories, personal narratives, poetry, non-fiction pieces, and a five-part letter.
Students learn to write the four types of sentences and a paragraph with a main idea and
supporting details. Handwriting instruction using the Zaner-Bloser method teaches proper
formation of the lower and uppercase manuscript and cursive letters.

Reading

Second grade uses an anthology and supplemental texts to develop the five areas of reading:
phonological awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. Emphasis is placed on
comprehension strategies such as identifying main ideas and details, inferring, summarizing,
sequencing, predicting, visualizing, and drawing conclusions. Students are introduced to a variety
of literary genres and are placed in small groups to accommodate learning styles and rates of
learning. The Reading Resource Department provides support and enrichment.

Math

The second grade math program is manipulative based. Students are actively engaged in the
learning process through the use of hands-on materials, games, and cooperative learning
activities. Math vocabulary, problem solving strategies, and real-life application activities are
critical components of the program. Topics of study include place value, multi-digit addition and
subtraction, measurement, graphs, money, time, fractions, and geometry. Students are required
to memorize addition and subtraction facts to 18. The concepts of multiplication and division
are introduced.

Science

Students are introduced to the scientific method through thematic units and hands-on activities.
Units include simple machines, the solar system, animals, plants, and the human body. Field trips
are taken to reinforce concepts.

Social Studies

Social Studies topics are taught through unit studies which include Native Americans (Sioux,
Powhatan & Pueblo), Australia, and China. Major emphasis is placed on history, geography,
culture, and contributions of each group. Students develop a basic understanding of map skills
through the study of the fifty states, oceans, and continents. Use of the compass rose, legends,
and scale is taught. Students research a famous historical figure and a state.

Christian Education

Second graders use Finding God’s Promises from the Positive Action for Christ curriculum.
Students will study the life of Moses through the Book of Exodus. The promises of God will be
evident as the Israelites and their leader see both victory and tribulation in God’s plan for their
lives. Chapel is held once a week with a children’s message from the Bible.
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Physical Education

Second graders participate in developmental and self-testing activities related to strength, heart-
lung endurance, and flexibility. Students learn to identify heart rate increase during exercise and
develop basic movement skills with balls and other equipment. The students participate in
fundamental creative and aerobic rhythmic activities. Health lessons are coordinated with the
classroom teachers.

Music

Second grade students continue to engage in musical exploration using the Orff-Schulwerk
philosophy. During each class, the student will sing, move, and play the instruments (pitched
and unpitched percussion). There is a strong focus on developing active listening skills as the
students learn to differentiate between different musical styles and genres. Rhythmic and
melodic notation skills continue to be acquired.

Technology

Earlier skills are reinforced (use and care, keyboarding, and Internet safety) while students learn
more about the features of word processing and the basics of spreadsheets and presentation
software. Students at this level learn to open and close programs, create documents, format
text, and navigate websites. Computers are used in the classroom to introduce, reinforce, and
enrich core subjects.

Art

The second grade program continues to develop drawing and painting techniques and begins to
use an art vocabulary every class period. Observation skills are developed. Art history is
introduced and is correlated with the social studies program as enrichment and motivation. A
wide variety of materials is used to stimulate the imagination and the creative process. The
students are exposed to drawing, watercolors, oil pastels, tempera paint, clay, printmaking, and
mixed media.

Spanish

The goal of the Spanish program in second grade is to further the confidence and curiosity of
each child in foreign languages and culture. Every class addresses a variety of learning styles so
that each student will feel excited and successful. Here we work on combining words with
adjectives and writing very short sentences in self-made books. Vocabulary categories and
topics continue to be introduced and reinforced to build students’ proficiency in the language
so that students are prepared for more advanced study in third grade.

Media Skills

Library and literature skills learned in previous years continue to be reinforced and expanded.
Students learn how to use a computer to locate specific books. The difference between a fact
and an opinion is discussed and students learn how to distinguish books from different genres.



Third Grade

Language Arts: Writing, Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

Words are organized into lessons by spelling patterns. Students learn phonetical spelling, word
parts (base, prefix, and suffix), syllable patterns, and definitions. They also develop reference
and dictionary skills. Third graders explore different writing styles by creating stories, poetry,
non-fiction pieces, and a five-part letter. The students explore all aspects of the writing process
as well as practice correct grammar usage and mechanics.

Reading

Third grade students use anthologies and chapter books to explore the elements of literature,
author’s purpose, point of view, and the connection between the story and the student.
Instruction is focused on sequencing, cultural diversity, categorizing, interpreting, comparing,
contrasting, and identifying semantic relationships. Students are placed in small groups to
accommodate learning styles and rates of learning.

The Reading Resource Department provides support and enrichment.

Math

In the third grade math program, students begin to think abstractly, solve multiple-step
problems, and communicate mathematical ideas. These goals are achieved through the use of
manipulatives, games, cooperative learning activities, and written work. Students memorize
multiplication and division facts, numeration and place value concepts through 100,000,
estimation by rounding, word problems, customary and metric measurement, graphs, geometry,
fractions and decimals. Students are placed in small groups to accommodate learning styles and
rates of learning.

Science

The third grade science curriculum prepares the foundation for understanding concepts that
are built upon in subsequent years. Students acquire an overview of the three branches of
science: life, Earth, and physical, while practicing the use of the scientific process. Themes
discovered in life science include: parts of the plant, plant and animal classification, the life cycle,
survival of living things, and food chains. Themes discovered in Earth science include: structures
on Earth and how they can change, weather and climate, and the Earth’s relationship to the
moon and our solar system. Themes discovered in physical science include: the basic
properties, structure, and composition of matter, forces and motion, and the forms/sources of
energy.

Social Studies

Third grade social studies includes an introduction to the heritage and contributions of
colonists and citizens. Map skills, simple economic concepts, and basic principles of democracy
are explored. Students are taught that Americans are people who have diverse ethnic origins,
customs, and traditions, all of which contribute to American life. Communities are stressed
throughout the year. Specific units include early communities, types of communities, and the
inner workings of local, state, and national communities.



Christian Education

Third grade uses Growing with God from the Positive Action for Christ curriculum. Third grade
units will focus on the life of Joseph through the Book of Genesis and the life of Daniel through
the Book of Daniel. Chapel is held once a week with a children’s message from the Bible.



Physical Education

Physical education in third grade involves the demonstration and understanding of the
components of health-related fitness. Students participate in activities related to strength, heart-
lung endurance, and flexibility. Students demonstrate relationships of unison and contrast,
leading and following, meeting and parting. They participate in fundamental, aerobic and creative
rhythmic activities as well as activities to help refine eye-foot and eye-hand coordination. Health
lessons are coordinated with the classroom teachers.

Music

Third grade students follow a program based on the Orff-Schulwerk philosophy. Students are
more involved in the creative process of music making and will develop more advanced reading
and notation skills. There is an opportunity for more advanced percussion ensemble
experience as students learn to play as a group. Music listening activities incorporate
understanding of form, other cultures, genres, and lives of famous composers.

Technology

Earlier skills are reinforced (use and care, keyboarding, and Internet safety) while students learn
more about the extended features of word processing and the effective use of spreadsheets and
presentation software. Students at this level are challenged to research and create reports
required for their classroom studies. They begin exploring research tools using software
encyclopedias and the internet. Computers are used in the classroom to introduce, reinforce
and enrich core subjects. Instruction in proper keyboarding begins at this level.

Art

This program continues to develop techniques in drawing, watercolors, oil pastels, chalks, clay,
printmaking, and mixed media while developing an art vocabulary. Observation skills are
developed, and studies in art history correlate with the social studies program. A wide variety
of materials is used to stimulate the imagination and the creative process. Critiquing skills are
introduced.

Spanish

In the third grade, the Spanish program begins to incorporate more reading, more speaking,
increased visual, auditory, and kinesthetic experiences along with greater use of sign language.
All classes provide many opportunities to speak, answer questions, and converse in pairs. The
emphasis is on increasing vocabulary in a variety of topics including animals, transportation,
sports, feelings, family, and clothing. Other specific vocabulary to be studied includes words
related to seasons, weather, holidays, and numbers. In addition, students’ knowledge of
numbers and descriptive adjectives is reinforced throughout the year.

Media Skills

All library skills continue to be reviewed and reinforced. Literature skills are enhanced through
student participation in storytelling, book talks, and reader’s theater. Students are introduced
to the Dewey Decimal System and their knowledge of genres is expanded.



Fourth Grade

Language Arts: Writing, Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

The four major components of the language arts curriculum are writing, grammar, spelling, and
vocabulary. Fourth grade incorporates the parts of speech, usage, and mechanics to create
varied sentence patterns while writing to inform, persuade, and express ideas and feelings. The
actual writing process is the focus rather than simply the final paper product. Articulation and
correct spelling are emphasized. lllustrations are often included to inspire creativity.

Reading

Fourth grade uses an advanced level anthology and selected novels from varied genres to
instruct reading. The elements of literature, author’s purpose, point of view, and the
connection between the story and the student’s experiences are used together to enrich the
reading experience. Fourth grade focuses on fact finding, foreshadowing, synthesizing, analyzing,
critical thinking, drawing conclusions, and understanding inferential as well as literal meaning.
Students are placed in small groups to accommodate learning styles and rates of learning. The
Reading Resource Department provides support and enrichment.

Math

In fourth grade, students communicate mathematically, analyze multi-step problems, and apply
mathematical concepts to real-life situations. Students transition from working with single digits
in multiplication and division to solving multi-digit multiplication and division problems. Other
topics include place value and numeration concepts through millions, fractions, decimals,
probability, and plane geometry. Students are placed in small groups to accommodate learning
styles and rates of learning.

Science

The fourth grade science curriculum expands the concepts introduced in previous years to
satisfy students’ growing ability to think critically about science and its application in the real
world. As their knowledge base grows, students understand that the results of scientific
discoveries and technological advances have had lasting effects on society and quality of life.
Students use and refine their scientific process skills as they learn new concepts in each of the
three branches of science: life, Earth, and physical.

Social Studies

Fourth grade social studies focuses on America’s historical beginnings. Students begin with the
study of the exploration era and the European influence on the colonial settlements. Students
also explore the causes of the American Revolution and study the founding documents of the
new nation. Through the use of simulation activities, student-generated group projects, and field
trips, students are challenged to examine their relationship to the world around them.

Christian Education

Fourth grade uses Building Life Castles from the Positive Action for Christ curriculum. This study
focuses on the life of Christ and a study of the Holy Spirit from the Gospels. Students will gain
an understanding of how Christian character develops using Paul’s epistles and will study the life
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of Paul from the Book of Acts. Chapel is held once a week with a children’s message from the
Bible.



Physical Education

Fourth grade students participate in developmental activities for strength, heart-lung and
muscular endurance, flexibility, speed, balance, power and agility. They benefit from physical
fitness testing and appraisal. Students perform basic locomotor skill combinations and
participate in more complex rhythmic activities as well as perform skills of endurance and
coordination. They participate in activities combining sports skills as well as individual, partner
and group games. Health lessons are coordinated with the classroom teachers.

Music

Fourth grade students follow a program based on the Orff-Schulwerk philosophy. The introduction of the
soprano recorder gives the students their first experience with a wind instrument while developing their music
reading skills. The recorder is added to the pitched and unpitched classroom instruments providing advanced
ensemble experiences. As students continue to develop their understanding of music and its relation to history
and culture, they continue to analyze, evaluate, and describe music. Lives of famous composers and their music
are studied.

Technology

Earlier skills are reinforced while students learn more about the extended features of word
processing and effective use of spreadsheets and presentation software. Students at this level
are challenged to research and create reports required for their classroom studies. They
expand their use of various research tools and determine which is appropriate for the
designated task. Computers are used in the classroom to introduce, reinforce, and enrich
different core subjects. Instruction in proper keyboarding continues.

Art

This program continues to develop techniques in drawing, watercolors, oil pastels, chalks, clay,
and mixed media while developing a more extensive art vocabulary. Critical thinking,
observation and critiquing skills are developed as students relate to the creative process. Art
history is presented for enrichment and motivation.

Spanish

Spanish in the fourth grade continues to build confidence as vocabulary is reinforced through
communicative activities. The fourth graders begin to build an appreciation of the value of
communicating in another language. Writing, reading of short stories about oneself, listening,
and speaking increase in frequency. Numbers are taught up to five hundred, and students build
their proficiency by studying vocabulary related to food and weather. The concept of masculine
and feminine nouns is studied in greater depth, and students will begin to use adjectives to
describe themselves. During each unit, students write sentences and answer questions orally.
At the culminatation of each vocabulary unit, quizzes are administered.

Media Skills

Library skills continue to be reviewed and reinforced, and literature skills are enhanced through
student participation in storytelling, book talks, and reader’s theater. The characteristics of a
“good book” are discussed in detail. Through collaboration with teachers, curriculum related
research projects and literature exercises are designed to reinforce and expand library skills.
Information management skills are formally introduced as students learn how to access
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information using reference materials (dictionaries, atlases, encyclopedias, etc.) both in book
sources and online. Note-taking skills and strategies are covered in detail.



Fifth Grade

Language Arts: Writing, Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

The four major components of the language arts curriculum are writing, grammar, spelling, and
vocabulary. Students will apply grammar, usage, and mechanics to a variety of writing styles, the
research process, and note-taking skills. Fifth grade alternates grammar studies and writing
units. Students will learn to write historical fiction, persuasive texts, comparison and contrast
essays, expository essays, and research papers. In grammar, students will focus on sentence
structure including the proper use of nouns, verbs, prepositions, adjectives, and adverbs. Video
broadcasting and oral presentation skills are incorporated into the fifth grade’s production of
Tiger TV, a morning news program broadcasted throughout the Lower School.

Reading

Fifth grade uses an anthology and novel studies for formal reading instruction. The elements of
literature, author’s purpose, point of view, and the connection between a story and the
student’s experiences are used collectively to enrich the reading experience. Fifth grade focuses
on genre, fluency, expression, prediction, analysis, synthesis, evaluation, comprehension
strategies, and literary devices. Students are placed in small groups to accommodate learning
styles and rates of learning. The Reading Resource Department provides support and
enrichment.

Math

By the end of fifth grade, students have built a solid foundation in math and understand that
mathematics is a real language for resolving problems in their daily lives. Students work
extensively with whole numbers, decimals, fractions, and mixed numbers. Other topics include
numeration and place value concepts through billions, order of operations, positive and negative
numbers, ratios, probability, percents, customary and metric measurement, geometry, graphs in
four quadrants, and simple equations. Students are placed in small groups to accommodate
learning styles and rates of learning. Problem solving strategies are taught throughout the year
giving real world application to the math skills. Cumulative reviews, spiral work, and speed drills
are used to keep students sharp on math skills learned throughout the year.

Science

The fifth grade science curriculum provides a broad overview of the three branches of science
(life, Earth, and physical). Concepts are highlighted through hands-on experimentation,
consistent application of the scientific method, field trips, guest speakers, and special projects.
Students think critically and solve problems as they witness and conduct scientific experiments.
Students recognize and appreciate the integration of science and technology in today’s world.

Social Studies

Fifth grade social studies connects American history with geography. Students focus on major
historical events occurring between 1860 (beginning with the Civil War) and present day. To
actively engage students in learning, teachers incorporate simulation activities, guest speakers,
student generated group projects, field trips, Time for Kids magazine, technology, and writing
assignments. Cross curriculum activities, such as the use of historical fiction novels in reading,
enhance the social studies curriculum.
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Christian Education

Fifth grade uses Possessing the Land from the Positive Action for Christ curriculum. A survey of
the Old Testament is the basis of this study. Beginning in Genesis, students will gain a clear
perspective of how the stories of the Old Testament fit together into God’s plan as preparation
for Christ’s life in the New Testament. Chapel is held once a week with a children’s message
from the Bible.

Physical Education

Students participate in developmental activities in health-related fitness and realize the benefits
of physical fitness testing and appraisal using a health-related fitness and/or a skill-related fitness
test. Students participate in lead-up or modified individual, dual, and team sports. They learn to
describe strategy and rule concepts as well as practice good sportsmanship. Health lessons are
coordinated with the classroom teachers.

Music

Fifth grade students follow a program based on the Orff-Schulwerk philosophy. Recorder,
notation, and reading skills are further developed. More advanced percussion and recorder
ensemble pieces are taught. Students are presented with opportunities to analyze, evaluate, and
compose music. Music history is taught through the music of different cultures and genres.

Technology

Earlier skills are reinforced while students learn more about the extended features of word
processing and the effective use of spreadsheets and presentation software. The roles of
databases are explored in information management and web sites. Students at this level are
challenged to research and create reports required for their classroom studies. They are
exposed to project-based learning using various research tools, and determine which is
appropriate for the designated task. Multimedia resources are incorporated into the project
based learning modules. Laptops and Activeboards are used in the classroom to introduce,
reinforce, and enrich core subjects. Instruction in proper keyboarding continues.

Art

The fifth grade art program continues to develop techniques in drawing, watercolors, oil
pastels, chalk, clay, and mixed media while developing a more extensive art vocabulary. Critical
thinking skills, observation skills, and critiquing skills are all developed as they relate to the
creative process. Art history is presented as enrichment.

Spanish

The fifth graders continue to develop a strong understanding of the basic oral and written
language as communication skills increase. Students respond to art, sing and listen to music,
engage in brief conversations, answer questions orally, and read in Spanish. They learn
adjectives and verbs in the infinitive form, as well as placement of adjectives and agreement of
articles. Students learn to say, “I like _; | am going to ; and | want to .7 Students
learn numbers up to 1000. Creating story boards and booklets helps develop further
understanding.
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Media Skills

Library and literature skills continue to be reviewed and reinforced. Literature skills are
enhanced through student participation in storytelling, book talks, book reviews, and reader’s
theater. Through collaboration with teachers, curriculum-related research projects and
literature exercises are designed to reinforce and expand library, literature, and information
management skills. Research skills continue to be refined. Note-taking skills continue to be
reinforced, with a focus on avoiding plagiarism. The MLA format for citing is introduced.
Internet use is discussed in detail.
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Additional Programming

Enrichment Classes

After-school activities and enrichment classes, such as Chess Club and Student Council, provide
opportunities to extend learning beyond the classroom. King’s Ridge Christian School students
also have the opportunity to participate in athletic programs, including football, basketball, and
cheerleading, to develop motor skills, leadership, and team building. Tiger Sport camps are
available each summer.

Cultural Arts

Students learn to develop their talents and to appreciate the gifts of others through our Fine
Arts Program. Performances by artists, musicians, and dancers are provided by the King’s Ridge
Christian School Fine Arts Association annually. In addition, students attend dramatic and
musical performances on field trips. Second through fifth grade students have the opportunity
to participate in chorus and perform for peers and parents. Rehearsals are held during the
school day. A Fine Arts Week with special guests and activities is held annually. Students are
selected to participate in the Kiwanis Club Art Competition and showcase their talents through
art shows and the annual talent show. Additionally, students learn drama skills through their
participation in chapel.

Missions and Service

Service is an integral part of the mission of King’s Ridge Christian School. Students and faculty
are encouraged to take action with a servant’s heart. Each class selects at least one mission
project each year to serve others within the school or community and to bring glory to God.
School-wide service projects and mission trips provide opportunities for the entire school to
serve together. K-Kids is an after-school service organization for students in grades three
through five. Student ambassadors and safety patrols demonstrate servant leadership.

Guidance Program

King’s Ridge Christian School is blessed to have a full-time guidance counselor to address the
social and emotional development of students. The counselor meets bi-monthly with each class
to discuss topics that include conflict resolution, cooperation, self image, responsibility, and
bullying. With parent permission, students meet in small groups to foster healthy resolution of
life issues such as divorce, death, and self-confidence. The counselor is also available to meet
with individual students and parents. Students participate in Red Ribbon Week to encourage
healthy life choices. Girls on the Run, an after-school program that encourages preteen girls to
develop self-respect and healthy lifestyles through running, is available to girls in grades three
through five.
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Middle School Course of Study

Department

6" Grade

7" Grade 8" Grade

Christian Education

Old Testament |

Old Testament Il New Testament

English

English — 6

English — 7 English — 8"

English — 8™ Honors

Fine Arts

Middle School Art

Middle School Band or
Middle School Chorus

Middle School Band or
Middle School Chorus or
Middle School Music

Foreign Language Introduction to Spanish 1A Spanish 1B
World Languages -
Spanish IB Honors
French IA French IB
History Ancient World Modern World Civics & Economics
History History
Mathematics Pre-Algebra | Pre-Algebra | Pre-Algebra lll
Pre-Algebra Il Pre-Algebra IlI Algebra | Honors
Physical Education PE
Science Life Science Earth Science Physical Science

Additional Electives

Art
Study Hall
Study Skills

Typing
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Middle School Course Descriptions

Christian Education

In the middle school years, students devote two years of study to the Old Testament and one
year of study to the New Testament. These courses are designed to teach students that the
Bible, God’s Word, is not just one book, but instead a library of books having one primary
theme of redemption. Students will learn to relate and apply God’s principles to their daily lives.
All courses include a “Choosing the Best” unit, a course of study which equips students with
the tools to make sound decisions relating to peer pressure, alcohol, and drugs. Supplemental
lessons, material, videos, and guest speakers will enhance the classroom curriculum.

Old Testament |

Textbooks: Bible, (NIV)
Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian Survey, Baker Books
The Magician’s Nephew, C.S. Lewis'

This course will take students through the first five books of the Old Testament. In addition to
examining the context and content of the Scriptures, students will explore how the Bible fits
into God’s overall plan to win back His most precious creation — us. Particular emphasis will be
placed on the life of Abraham through whom God has promised to bless all
mankind. Supplemental lessons, materials, games, videos, and guest speakers will be
incorporated.

' Summer reading selection

Old Testament 1l

Textbooks: Bible, (NIV)
Encountering the OId Testament: A Christian Survey, Baker Books

This course will take students through the Old Testament from Joshua through Micah. In
addition to examining the context and content of the Scriptures, students will explore how the
Bible fits into God’s overall plan to win back His most precious creation — us. Supplemental
lessons, materials, games, videos, and guest speakers will be incorporated.

New Testament

Textbooks: Bible, (NIV)
Route 66 Workbook, Positive Action for Christ

This course will cover the New Testament, but particular attention will be given to the Book of
Acts. Students will discover what happened to the followers of Jesus Christ after he left this
earth and the resultant birth and spread of Christianity. Supplemental lessons, materials, games,
videos, and guest speakers will be incorporated.
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English

English courses at King’s Ridge are designed to teach students to read analytically, write fluently,
and think critically. Concepts in literature are explored from a Christian perspective in class
discussions, and at every opportunity, connections are made between literature and history. In
all middle school English courses, grammar and vocabulary are taught in order to enhance
written and oral expression as well as to develop a firm foundation for reading and writing at
the high school level. The vocabulary program is cumulative; students will engage in word study
to master eighty words per semester and will test their vocabulary and reading comprehension
skills in weekly sentence completion quizzes. Lastly, in all English classes, students will conduct
research and present their findings in both oral and written formats.

To augment students’ reading skills, the literature curriculum in every English class is one grade
level ahead; grammar and vocabulary are taught at grade level. An accelerated version of the
standard curriculum, the eighth grade honors course provides an opportunity for students to
study literature in greater depth and at an increased pace. A higher level of critical thinking,
writing skill, and independence is expected from an honors student.

Middle School Reading List

Believing that great literature promotes the development of spiritual minds, the English
Department at King’s Ridge emphasizes the classics found in the Western canon. While
literature allows students to build character through characters, it is important to acknowledge
that some of the works will present challenges to a biblical worldview. In preparing students for
college and life outside of a Christian school, the School believes students need to wrestle with
viewpoints in conflict with biblical teachings so that they are prepared to defend their beliefs as
adults. At all grade levels, titles are carefully chosen, and Christian teachers guide students in
analyzing authors’ viewpoints, illuminate points of agreement and disagreement with biblical
teaching, and challenge students to explore and develop views that must ultimately be their
own. As John Locke once wrote, “Reading furnishes the mind only with materials for
knowledge; it is thinking that makes what we read ours.”

While the School may make modifications, the list of titles below is presented for your review.

6th Grade

The Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton Juster!

The Sea of Monsters, by Rick Riordan'

Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt

A Christmas Carol, screenplay by Israel Horovitz
Crispin, by Avi

7th Grade

Rachel’s Tears by Beth Nimmo'

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World, by Jennifer Armstrong'
Tom Sawyer, by Mark Twain

The Diary of Anne Frank, screenplay by Frances Goodrich
The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton

The Miracle Worker, by William Gibson

25



8th Grade

Tales of the Greek Heroes, by Roger Lancelyn Green'
The Giver, by Lois Lowry'

Treasure Island, by Robert Louis Stevenson'?

To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee

The Pearl, by John Steinbeck

Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare

The Odyssey, by Homer

The Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemingway?

' Summer reading selection
% Honors courses only

English — 6 Grade

Textbooks: Literature, Grade 7, Prentice Hall
Holt Handbook: Introductory Course

Sixth grade English builds on the foundations laid in lower school. While still focusing on
reading comprehension, students will now begin to examine works critically as they explore
literary devices and authors’ styles. With opportunities to write creative, narrative, descriptive,
and analytical essays, students will seek to find their academic voices and apply grammatical
principles in their writing. To align the study of history and literature, students will read Crispin,
a novel about the medieval period. Additional major works to be studied include: A Christmas
Carol, and Tuck Everlasting.

English — 7" Grade

Textbooks: Literature, Grade 8, Prentice Hall
Holt Handbook: First Course

Seventh grade English presents all of the major genres of literature including the short story,
poetry, nonfiction, biography, drama, and novel. To build on the skills they learned in sixth
grade, students will continue to solidify their understanding of literary devices, their grasp of
essay mechanics, and their academic voices. In line with the study of World History, the class
will read the dramatic version of The Diary of Anne Frank. Additionally, the class will study Tom
Sawyer, The Miracle Worker and The Outsiders.

English — 8" Grade

Textbooks: Literature, Grade 9, Prentice Hall
Holt Handbook: Second Course

Critical to the eighth grade year is preparing students for the more independent studying
required in High School. Therefore, heavy emphasis will be placed on the development of
analytical reading and writing skills. In addition to the study of major literary genres, students
will read To Kill a Mockingbird, The Odyssey, The Pearl, and Romeo and Juliet. Students will learn
how to construct and support an argument in a five-paragraph essay, and they will write
persuasive, expository, and analytical essays related to their readings. They will also complete a
unit on research to introduce them to MLA documentation and research techniques.
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English — 8" Grade, Honors

Textbooks: Literature, Grade 9, Prentice Hall
Holt Handbook: Second Course

In addition to the standard eighth grade English course requirements, honors students add The
Old Man and the Sea as well as additional research and writing opportunities. To be placed in an
honors class, a student should have earned a 93 in all marking periods of the prior school year
and have the recommendation of a teacher.

Fine Arts

Committed to nurturing the creative spirits of students at King's Ridge, the Fine Arts
Department inspires students to develop, express, and refine their God-given talents. Students
have opportunities to study visual and performing arts. In addition to formal courses, students
can participate in competitive art contests, music honor festivals, and perform in concerts and
productions showcasing their talents. The Fine Arts Program at King’s Ridge Christian School
has been designed to offer a quality Fine Arts Education that is an integral component of the
students’ formal education. The Fine Arts Program at King’s Ridge Christian School has been
designed to offer a quality Fine Arts Education that is an integral component of the students’
formal education.

Middle School Art
Textbook: ArtTalk, Glencoe

The elements of art and principles of design will be explored and developed throughout the
middle school years. Drawing, painting, ceramic, multimedia, and printmaking skills will be
introduced and developed along with art criticism skills. Art history and present day artists will
be examined in lesson introductions. Students will develop an art vocabulary along with a
portfolio of artwork.

Middle School Band

Textbooks: Essential Elements 2000, Books I, 2, and 3, Hal Leonard, Performance Repertoire

Students will develop musicianship by learning to play an instrument from the Woodwind,
Brass, or Percussion instrument family. Accurate sound production, scales, and rudiments will
be emphasized within a fun learning environment. Students are responsible for providing their
own instruments and materials. They will be asked to practice a minimum of |15 minutes per
day, at home, and will keep a Practice Record of all practice time. Performances will include,
but are not limited to, a Christmas and Spring Concert. Band members involved in a
performance ensemble can expect additional rehearsals and performances which are required
and which will be announced with ample notice. Second-year students and beyond will have the
opportunity to participate in GISA and GMEA sponsored competitive events.
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Middle School Chorus

Textbooks: /8 Lessons to Sight Singing Success, Hal Leonard, Performance Repertoire

Students will continue to improve their performance and vocal techniques through a variety of
song and practice. Sight-singing and accurate sound production will be emphasized within a fun
learning environment. Students will be asked to practice a minimum of |5 minutes per day, at
home, and will keep a Practice Record of all practice time. Performances will include, but are
not limited to, a Christmas and Spring Concert. Chorus members involved in a performance
ensemble can expect additional rehearsals and performances which are required and which will
be announced with ample notice. Second-year students and beyond will have the opportunity
to participate in GISA and GMEA sponsored competitive events.

Middle School General Music

The class is designed to let students explore and participate in various aspects of music.
Students will develop a knowledge of music theory and composition, develop performance
skills, and analyze existing pieces. They will cultivate an understanding of music in relation to
history, culture, and other forms of the arts as they study classical composers and the time
periods in which they lived. They will also develop a more analytical ear as they critique pieces
ranging from early to present-day composers.

Foreign Language

The Foreign Language curriculum is designed to help students function more effectively in a
global society and consider other cultures with the heart of God who loves all people. By
exploring the traditions and learning the language of other countries, students will develop a
greater understanding of the diverse cultures around them. All courses emphasize speaking,
listening, reading, and writing to provide a solid introduction to language study.

Introduction to World Languages

Textbook: Exploring Languages, National Textbook Company

Intended to give sixth grade students the opportunity to explore different languages and
cultures, this course introduces students to the rich variety of languages throughout our world
and the cultures where they exist. The course’s objectives are to create an awareness of
language as a vehicle of communication, to introduce the functional purpose of language study,
to present the sounds and written systems of other languages, to instill an appreciation of other
peoples and cultures, and to provide motivation to learn other languages.

The class combines an historical perspective on language development with basic language skills
from both Western and non-Western languages and gives students the opportunity to learn
about cultural practices, art and literature from selected areas of the world. In addition to being
introduced to today’s modern languages, students will study body language, Braille, sign
language, and hieroglyphics. After learning the rudiments of Spanish and French, students will
select one of these for study beginning in the seventh—grade year.
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French IA
Textbook: Discovering French Bleu — HS — Level |, McDougal Littell

In French IA, students focus on basics such as greetings and etiquette, expressing preferences
and opinions, asking for and giving information, and making plans. In addition, students learn
school-related vocabulary related to colors, numbers, weather, time, food, and beverages. Level
IA introduces students to the fundamentals of grammar in the present tense as a foundation
from which to gain confidence in self-expression, reading, listening, and writing in French.

French IB

Textbook: Discovering French Bleu — HS — Level |, McDougal Littell
Pirates des caraibes, TPRS Publishing
Pauvre Anne, TPRS Publishing

Students continue the formation of a strong grammatical base in oral and written
communication while learning thematic-based vocabulary. Students will expand their knowledge
of verbs to include the future and past tenses. Emphasis centers on building students’
confidence in reading, writing, and oral communication.

Spanish I1A
Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish IA, Holt, Rinehart & Winston

In Spanish IA, students will explore the basic elements of communication such as greeting
others, revealing likes and dislikes, expressing wants and needs, and sequencing events
chronologically. Students will also learn to talk about themselves, their family and friends as well
as discuss weather, time and dates. The goal of Spanish IA is to provide an introduction to the
basic grammatical structure of the language. Students will gain confidence in expressing
themselves orally using simple written phrases in the present tense and past tense.

Spanish IB

Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish IB, Holt, Rinehart & Winston
Pobre Ana, TPRS Publishing

In Spanish IB, students will continue to build upon basic language structure. Students will study
vocabulary that will allow them to engage in conversations about everyday matters. In addition,
students at this level will also begin to differentiate between verb tenses allowing them to
understand and use the present and the past. As they progress through this course, students
will begin to develop more fluidity in their language expression.

Spanish IB Honors

Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish IB, Holt, Rinehart & Winston
Patricia va a California, TPRS Publishing
Pobre Ana, TPRS Publishing

Spanish IB Honors is an accelerated course for students who have demonstrated a strong ability
in Spanish. The honors course is recommended for students who are interested in a fast-paced,
in-depth study of Spanish and can work independently. The course will continue to emphasize
the development of listening and speaking skills while giving increased attention to the
development of reading and writing. The goal will be for students to communicate in Spanish at
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a level comprehensible to a native speaker on topics previously studied in Spanish |A. Spanish is
used almost exclusively as students are encouraged to develop functional language skills in an
immersion approach. Literary texts are introduced to enhance students’ reading skills and to
develop analytical skills in the target language through discussions and written compositions.
Additionally, advanced grammar constructs, such as double object pronouns and the preterit
tense, are introduced.

History

The study of history rests on knowledge of dates, names, places, events and ideas. Historical
understanding, however, requires students to engage in critical thinking, to raise questions and
to produce evidence in support of their suppositions. Each class offers students the opportunity
to engage in analysis, interpretation, research, and decision-making. Students will gain a deeper
understanding of and appreciation for God’s purpose throughout history.

Ancient World History
Textbook:  Journey Across Time, Glencoe/McGraw Hill

Ancient World History enables students to explore the development of people, places, and
patterns of life from ancient times to 1500 A.D. The course will focus on the ancient
civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, Greece and Rome. It will culminate with the study
of medieval times. Students will utilize research skills and geographical analysis to identify,
analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources to make generalizations about events in
world history up to 1500 A.D. They will use maps, globes and pictures to analyze the physical
and cultural landscapes of the world as well as interpret past events. Additionally, they will
identify major geographic features that have affected history as well as locate and compare
political boundaries of civilizations, kingdoms, and empires from 4000 B.C. to 1500 A.D. During
this course of study, students will work independently as well as with a partner or team using a
variety of resources to obtain and disperse information. In addition to covering course material,
students will develop strong note-taking and oral presentation skills.

Modern World History
Textbook:  Journey Across Time, Glencoe/McGraw Hill

Modern World History establishes standards that enable students to cover history and
geography from 1500 A.D. to the present with emphasis on Western Europe. Geographic
influences on history continue to be examined, but increasing attention will be given to the
ways in which scientific and technological revolutions created new economic conditions that in
turn produced social and political changes. Noteworthy people and events of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries will be emphasized for their connections to contemporary issues.

American History and Government

Textbook:  United States History, Holt/McDougal

This course is a survey study of American history from 1607 to the present. In addition to
learning the primary historical facts and understanding the major movements in the

development of the United States, students will be expected to comprehend the concepts
which have distinguished the nation from its founding to the present. Special attention will be
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given to the historical underpinnings, contemporary challenges, and changes in interpretation of
The Constitution of the United States. The goal of the course is to give the students a
thorough understanding of the events, issues, ideas, and people that have shaped our nation
while teaching critical reading and writing skills.
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Mathematics

The purpose of studying mathematics at King’s Ridge is based on the premise that God has
created a universe ordered by mathematic principles and commanded mankind to exercise
dominion over His creation. In order to exercise such dominion, we must understand and
continue to discover the mathematical principles upon which the creation operates. The
primary focus of middle school mathematics is laying the foundation for success in High School
Algebra and Geometry courses. In order to provide a strong background essential for success
in those classes, the standard middle school course of study devotes three years to Pre-
Algebra. Students will have a much stronger grasp of Pre-Algebra concepts which in turn will
allow for more robust Algebra and Geometry courses in high school. Advanced students have
the option of compressing Pre-Algebra into two years and beginning their study of Algebra | in
the eighth grade. Math courses will make use of a variety of supporting technology including
interactive whiteboards, computers, algebraic manipulatives, and graphing calculators. These
courses also integrate regular fundamental skills evaluations into the curriculum.

Pre-Algebra |
Textbook:  Math: Course 2, McDougal Littell

This course is designed to solidify the basic mathematical operations of elementary school and
to provide a smooth transition from arithmetic into Pre-Algebra. In order to succeed in higher
level math, it is essential that the concepts of adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing of
whole numbers, decimals, and fractions are mastered at this level. Beginning algebraic concepts
to be addressed include writing algebraic expressions, solving one-step equations, working with
ratios, proportions, and inequalities.

Pre-Algebra Il
Textbook:  Math: Course 3, McDougal Littell

Designed to provide students with a strong foundation for higher level math, Pre-Algebra I
takes the first steps in laying the basic foundation for Algebra. Starting with a review of
concepts from Pre-Algebra |, content will gradually expand to include basic algebraic concepts.
Topics will include algebraic expressions with integers, solving basic one and two equations and
inequalities, geometric concepts involving lines, points, and angles, working with ratios,
proportions, and percentages.

Pre-Algebra lll
Textbook:  Pre-Algebra, McDougal Littell

Pre-Algebra Il is designed to give students a solid foundation for success in higher level
mathematics. The course will begin by reviewing algebraic concepts of solving one and two-
variable equations. Students will gain mastery of percents, proportions, as well as other
operations with fractions. An introduction will be made to slope, graphing lines, and linear
functions. This course will also cover geometric concepts involving lines, points, and angles as
well as the Pythagorean Theorem and working with radicals. Further topics for study include
area and volume for plane and solid figures, data analysis, and simplifying polynomials.

32



Algebra I, Honors
Textbook:  Algebra: Structure and Method, Book |, McDougal Littell

Algebra | Honors begins with a review of numerical and variable expressions. Core topics
include: solving equations in a single variable; graphing linear equations and inequalities;
simplifying and factoring polynomials and rational expressions; solving polynomial and rational
equations; and applying properties of exponential and radical expressions. Additionally, students
focus on applying these concepts to real world problems.

Physical Education
PE

This course will be an introduction to personal fitness and health. The goal of the course is to
promote physical activities which develop fitness, motor skills, social awareness, and healthy
behaviors. Team sports such as handball, soccer, softball, volleyball, and flag football will be
emphasized. Participation in fitness activities fosters self-esteem and motivates students to
pursue life-long fitness activities. In order to gauge students’ progression in the course, fitness
testing will be assessed in the fall and again in the spring. Health topics including nutrition, self-
esteem, tobacco, drugs, and adolescent development will also be addressed.

Science

The middle school science program cultivates an appreciation for God’s perfectly ordered
world through the study of Life, Earth, and Physical Science. Actively participating in hands-on
activities and laboratories will engage students’ scientific curiosity and give them opportunities
to employ the scientific method. By achieving mastery of the basic principles of science,
students build a foundation for more advanced courses. While certain scientific theories and
hypotheses may challenge students’ beliefs, the School’s philosophy is that an accurate study of
Science can only enhance our understanding of God and His natural creation. Furthermore, as
with literature, the School believes that students need to understand scientific viewpoints which
may be in opposition to their own so that they are prepared to give an intelligent defense of
their own beliefs in college and beyond.

Life Science
Textbook: Life Science, Prentice Hall

In Life Science, characteristics, structures and functions of living organisms are explored.
Students will distinguish similarities and differences between bacteria, protists, fungi, plants, and
animals. The course of study will begin with an overview of ecology and environmental issues,
moving on to the cell and then to more complex systems. Emphasis will be placed on organism
classification. Students will gain an understanding of scientific terminology, principles, and
processes. Labs will be used to further investigative thinking through observing, collecting,
summarizing, analyzing, and presenting results of scientific investigations.
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Earth Science
Textbook: Earth Science, Prentice Hall

Students will study Earth Science through classroom discussion, demonstrations, debate, lab,
and hands-on activities. The course is designed to provide students with an understanding of
geology, both in the interior and on the surface of the earth, as well as our planet’s climate,
weather, and natural resources. The course will conclude with an introductory unit on
Astronomy. The student’s are responsible for one presentation project per semester, in
addition to keeping up with a detailed and organized notebook throughout the year, as study
skills are an emphasis in this class.

Physical Science
Textbook: Physical Science, Prentice Hall

To prepare students for the study of chemistry and physics, Physical Science introduces
students to the concepts of matter and energy in the study of motion, electromagnetism, sound
and light. Students will participate in lab activities, demonstrations, and discussions.
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Planned High School Course of Study

2010-11

Department | 9" Grade 10" Grade 11" Grade 12" Grade
Christian Survey of the Ethics* Church History* Systematic Theology &
Education Gospels* Apologetics*
English Literary Genres American Literature British Literature (Standard)
Literary Genres American Literature British Literature AP Literature and
Honors Honors Honors Composition
Fine Arts
Art Studio Drawing I/1I/1I*, Painting I/lI/1II*
Music HS Band, HS Chorus, Music Composition and Theory*
Drama Drama I*, Spring Drama Production*, Technical Theatre*
Video Video Production |, I, Ill, IV
Foreign Spanish | or Spanish Il or Spanish Ill or Spanish IV Honors or
Language French | French Il French lll French IV Honors
Spanish Il Honors Spanish Ill Honors
Spanish Il or French | Spanish lll or Spanish IV Honors or | AP Spanish
Il French lll French IV Honors
Spanish Il Honors or | Spanish Il Honors
French Il Honors
History World Cultures US History
Government*
Economics*
AP US History
AP Politics & Government: US
Mathematics Algebra | Geometry Algebra ll Pre-Calculus or
Statistics
Geometry Algebra ll Pre-Calculus Statistics or Calculus

Geometry Honors

Algebra Il Honors

Pre-Calculus Honors

AP Calculus BC

Physical Health* Personal Fitness™
Education
Science Biology Chemistry Anatomy & Physiology
X X Astronomy
Biology Honors Chemistry Honors Physics
AP Biology
AP Physics
Additional Computer Science I/II*
Electives Introduction to Finance™*

Yearbook

Public Speaking*
Strength & Conditioning™*

* Semester Courses
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2011-12

Department | 9" Grade 10" Grade 11" Grade 12* Grade
Christian Survey of the Ethics* Church History* Systematic Theology &
Education Gospels* Apologetics*
English Literary Genres American Literature | British Literature World Literature
Literary Genres American Literature | British Literature AP Literature and
Honors Honors Honors Composition
Fine Arts
Art Studio Drawing I/II/I/IV*, Painting I/II/11/IV*
Music HS Band, HS Chorus, Music Composition and Theory*
Drama One Act Play*, Drama I*, Technical Theatre*
Video Video Production |, II, Ill, IV
Foreign Spanish | or Spanish Il or Spanish Ill or Spanish IV Honors or
Language® French | French I French lll French IV Honors
Spanish Il Honors Spanish Ill Honors
Spanish Il or French | Spanish Il or Spanish IV Honors or | AP Spanish or
Il French Il French IV Honors AP French
Spanish Il Honors Spanish Ill Honors or
or French Il Honors | French Il Honors
History World Cultures US History European History Government*
Economics™
World History
AP US History AP European History AP Politics &

Government: US or
AP World History

Mathematics

Algebra | Geometry Algebra Il Algebra lll or
Pre-Calculus
Geometry Algebra Il Algebra lll or Pre-Calculus or
Pre-Calculus Statistics
Geometry Honors | Algebra Il Honors Pre-Calculus Honors AP Calculus

Physical Health* Personal Fitness*
Education
Science Biology Chemistry Anatomy & Physiology
Ast
Biology Honors Chemistry Honors SP;;;:iz:‘y
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Physics
Additional Computer Science I/II*
Electives Introduction to Finance™*

Journalism, Yearbook
Public Speaking*, Debate*
Strength & Conditioning™*

* Semester Courses

* The School is investigating the possibility of offering Latin as a third Foreign Language option beginning in 201 1-12.
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Graduation Requirements

Following are the minimum graduation requirements for King’s Ridge Christian School. While
these requirements will satisfy the entrance requirements of most universities, individual
colleges and universities may have particular requirements beyond these. For instance,
colleges in the University System of Georgia currently require a credit in World History
(although we have been assured that European History will satisfy this requirement). Students
and parents are urged to check with individual colleges and universities to be aware of
their _particular requirements and to contact the College Guidance Counselor with any
questions.

English: 4 credits

All students must complete English-9, English-10, English-11, and English-12 or the honors/AP
alternatives.

Mathematics: 4 credits

All students must complete Algebra |, Geometry, Algebra Il, and one year of mathematics
beyond Algebra Il or the honors/AP alternatives.

Science: 3 credits

All students must take two lab science courses (Biology, Chemistry, or Physics) and one
additional science course.

History: 3 credits

All students must complete American History and two additional history courses to meet the
department requirement.

Foreign Language: 3 credits

All students must earn three credits in the same foreign language. Students who already have a
high degree of proficiency in a particular language may be placed into a higher level course but
must still complete three years of study of that language. If the appropriate level of placement
makes three years of study unfeasible, such students must take three years of a language other
than the language in which they are proficient.

Christian Education: 1.5 credits
All students must complete three semesters of Christian Education courses.

Fine Arts: | credit
All students must complete two semesters of Fine Arts courses.

PE: 2 credits

Students are required to take Health and Personal Fitness which are both semester courses.
For the second credit, students may either take two additional semesters of PE courses or
participate in extra-curricular athletics. To obtain the credit via participation in athletics,
students must either complete in good standing a total of three seasons of athletics offered at
King’s Ridge during their high school years or have equivalent involvement in an athletic activity
outside of the School. Students who wish to obtain this credit via involvement in athletics
outside of the School must obtain approval from the Athletic Director in writing prior to
beginning the activity.
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Additional Courses/Electives: 1.5 credits
All students must complete |.5 additional credits from all other courses offered by the School.

TOTAL: 23 credits
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High School Course Descriptions

Christian Education

High School Christian Education courses build on the biblical foundation students receive in
middle school by focusing students on the life of Jesus Christ and equipping them to be
Christian leaders. The courses seek to fulfill the School’s mission statement by preparing
students to know, to serve, and to believe.

Survey of the Gospels
Textbook: Bible, (NIV)

In this course, students will learn the message and the life applications of the Gospels, the
biblical books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John that tell of the life of Jesus Christ. Students will
learn to interpret the Gospels objectively by reviewing the impact of the Old Testament and
the tools of narrative literature. Students will complete a project on Luke |5 to better
understand the interpretation of this special passage.

Ethics

Textbooks: Bible, (NIV)
Moral Choices, Scott Rae
The Abolition of Man, C.S. Lewis

In this course, students will receive an introduction to ethics through a study of moral theology,
including its Biblical and theological norms and their significance for Christians in the world.
We will study the question “What is Truth?” Students will learn to interpret several letters
written by the Apostle Paul from the New Testament and will extrapolate principles relevant
for today. Additionally, this course is designed to help students develop a Biblical framework for
making ethical decisions. Topics that will be discussed and debated include abortion,
euthanasia, human cloning and war. In the latter part of the course, students will debate
cultural issues using the Lincoln-Douglas debate format.

Church History

Textbooks: Bible, (NIV)
Introduction to the History of Christianity, Dowley, Tim (editor)

Designed by the KRCS Christian Education Department, this course is intended to introduce
the student to the history of the Christian church beginning with the post-Apostolic era and
ending with the modern era. The Church History course will focus on the key persons,
movements, and ideas that have made significant contributions to the history of the Christian
church. Special attention will be paid to the influence that these persons, movements, and ideas
have on many modern views prevalent in the Christian Church today.
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Systematic Theology & Apologetics

Textbooks: Bible, (NIV)
Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis
The Fabric of Theology: A Prolegomenon to Evangelical Theology, VWm. B. Eerdmans

This course presents the basic theological doctrine of Evangelical Christianity. It presents
students with some of the major prevailing worldviews found in secular society today. Students
will explore what it means to think as a Christian while living and interacting in a secular
society.
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English

English courses at King’s Ridge are designed to teach students to read analytically, write fluently,
and think critically. Concepts in literature are explored from a Christian perspective in class
discussions as students are encouraged to evaluate conflicts through the eyes of their Christian
beliefs. Additionally, English and History courses are aligned so that whenever possible, students
can study writing as a product of the time period from which it comes. Each year, grammar is
taught in order to enhance written and oral expression, and students conduct research
employing MLA documentation. The vocabulary program is cumulative; students engage in
word study to master eighty words per semester and test their vocabulary and reading
comprehension skills in weekly sentence completion quizzes.

To augment students’ reading skills, literature is taught one grade level ahead in all English
classes; vocabulary and grammar are taught on grade level. Accelerated versions of the standard
courses, honors courses provide an opportunity for students to study literature in greater
depth and at an increased pace; therefore, a higher level of critical thinking, writing skill, and
independence is expected from students. To remain in an honors class, a student needs to
maintain an 85 average; to move from a standard class to an honors class, a student should have
earned a 93 in all marking periods of the prior school year and/or have the recommendation of
a teacher.

High School Reading List

Believing that great literature promotes the development of spiritual minds, the English
Department at King’s Ridge emphasizes the classics found in the Western canon. While
literature allows students to build character through characters, it is important to acknowledge
that some of the works will present challenges to a biblical world view. In preparing students
for college and life outside of a Christian school, the School believes students need to wrestle
with viewpoints in conflict with biblical teachings so that they are prepared to defend their
beliefs as adults. At all grade levels, titles are carefully chosen, and Christian teachers guide
students in analyzing authors’ viewpoints, illuminate points of agreement and disagreement with
biblical teaching, and challenge students to explore and develop views that must ultimately be
their own. As John Locke once wrote, “Reading furnishes the mind only with materials for
knowledge; it is thinking that makes what we read ours.”

While the School may make modifications, the list of titles below is presented for your review.

9th Grade, Literary Genres

The Lord of the Flies, by William Golding'
Animal Farm, by George Orwell'

Don Quixote, by Miguel de Cervantes, excerpts
A Separate Peace, by John Knowles

Julius Caesar, by William Shakespeare

The Inferno, by Dante, excerpts

Antigone, by Sophocles

Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury

A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens?

Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Bronte?
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10th Grade, American Literature

A Farewell to Arms, by Ernest Hemingway'

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain'
The Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck'?

The Crucible, by Arthur Miller

The Scarlet Letter, by Nathanial Hawthorne

Walden, by Henry David Thoreau, excerpts

Ethan Frome, by Edith Wharton

The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurst?
The Catcher in the Rye, by ].D. Salinger?

British Literature

Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley'

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte'?

Rebecca, Daphne DuMaurier'?

Beowulf, excerpts

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, excerpts

The Canterbury Tales, by Geoffrey Chaucer, excerpts
Macbeth, by William Shakespeare

Paradise Lost, by John Milton, excerpts

The Rape of the Lock, by Alexander Pope, excerpts
Gulliver’s Travels, by Jonathan Swift, excerpts

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, by Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austen

The Importance of Being Earnest, by Oscar Wilde

World Literature

1984, by George Orwell'

Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley'
Oedipus Rex, by Sophocles

Allegory of the Cave, by Plato
Wauthering Heights, by Emily Bronte
Night, by Elie Wiesel

The Metamorphosis, by Franz Kafka
A Doll’s House, by Henrik Ibsen
Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe
The Screwtape Letters, by C.S. Lewis
Taming of the Shrew, William Shakespeare
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12th Grade, AP Literature

Crime and Punishment, by Fyodor Dostoyevsky'
Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley'
Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austen
Hamlet, by William Shakespeare

The Awakening, by Kate Chopin
Wauthering Heights, by Emily Bronte
Oedipus Rex, by Sophocles

A Doll’s House, by Henrik Ibsen
Tartuffe, by Moliere

Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens
Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe
The Road, by Cormack McCarthy

' Summer reading selection
? Honors courses only
} Standard courses only

English 9, Literary Genres

Textbooks: Literature: Grade 10, Prentice Hall
The Practical Writer, Thomson & Heinle

In this course, students will analyze the unique characteristics of literary genres including
poetry, the short story, legends, nonfiction, drama, and the novel. Major works to be studied
include Julius Caesar, Antigone, A Separate Peace, Fahrenheit 451 as well as the Arthurian legend.
Strong emphasis will be placed on critical reading and analytical writing, and students will write
persuasive, comparative, narrative, and expository essays. Additionally, students will complete a
research essay employing MLA documentation.

English 9 Honors, Literary Genres

Textbooks: Literature: Grade 10, Prentice Hall
The Practical Writer, Thomson & Heinle

In addition to the standard ninth grade English course requirements, honors students will read
Jane Eyre and A Tale of Two Cities and conduct additional research on novels to be studied.

English 10, American Literature

Textbooks: Literature: American Experience, Prentice Hall
The Practical Writer, Thomson & Heinle

Tenth grade English is devoted to the chronological study of American literature from the
Puritan to Postmodern periods, and an important objective of the course is to introduce
students to the connection between history and literature. Major works to be studied include
The Crucible, The Scarlet Letter, Ethan Frome, The Great Gatsby, and The Catcher in the Rye. The
primary focus of the course is on augmenting students’ critical reading and writing skills. All
assigned essays will stem from the works read in class; students will use quotations from the
texts to persuade, analyze, compare, and contrast. During Third Quarter, students will write a
formal research paper using MLA documentation.
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English 10 Honors, American Literature

Textbooks: Literature: American Experience, Prentice Hall
The Practical Writer, Thomson & Heinle

In addition to the standard Tenth Grade English course requirements and in place of The
Catcher in the Rye, honors students will study Their Eyes Were Watching God. Also, there will be
more opportunities for students to conduct research on major authors and the historical
periods from which literary pieces come.

British Literature

Textbooks: Literature: The British Tradition, Prentice Hall
The Practical Writer, Thomson & Heinle

Beginning with the Anglo-Saxons and culminating with the Twentieth Century, eleventh grade
English is a survey of British literature. Works will be studied both as products of historical
periods as well as works of literary art. Major pieces to be studied include Beowulf, The
Canterbury Tales, Paradise Lost, Macbeth, Pride and Prejudice, and The Importance of Being Earnest.
This year, students will refine their use of language and hone their skills in literary analysis as
they write persuasive, expository, comparison, and research essays.

British Literature, Honors

Textbooks: Literature: The British Tradition, Prentice Hall

The Practical Writer, Thomson & Heinleln addition to the standard British
Literature course requirements, honors students will study the Victorian and Modern periods
in greater depth.

AP English Literature and Composition

Textbooks: Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense, VWadsworth Publishing
The Practical Writer, Thomson & Heinle

The College Board defines AP English Literature and Composition as a college-level course
which “engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.
Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways
writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read,
students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements
as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.” To prepare for the AP English
exam in May, students will analyze major pieces from various genres and literary periods, write
expository, analytical, and persuasive essays, and refine their understanding of literary and
rhetorical devices. In addition to poetry and short fiction, students will read the following major
works: Oedipus Rex, Tartuffe, Wuthering Heights, The Awakening, Great Expectations, A Doll’s House,
Hamlet, Brave New World, Things Fall Apart, The Road, and Crime and Punishment.

Fine Arts

The Fine Arts Department is committed to nurturing the creative spirits of students at King's
Ridge, to develop, express, and refine their God-given talents. Students are given opportunities
to study visual and performing arts. In addition to formal courses, students can participate in
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competitive art contests, music honor festivals, and perform in concerts and productions
showcasing their talents. The Fine Arts Program at King’s Ridge Christian School has been
designed to offer a quality Fine Arts Education that is an integral component of the students’
formal education.

Drawing Studio |
Textbook: Art Talk, McGraw-Hill/Glencoe

This semester-long course of study encourages students to develop an understanding of the
elements of art and principles of design by examining the creation of two-dimensional images
while exploring the use of graphite, charcoal, pen and ink, and pastel chalk. A wide variety of
subject matter such as still life, figure drawing, student photography, and architecture will be
examined and reproduced as two-dimensional pieces of artwork developing technical skills
along with visual interpretations.. Students will develop a portfolio of artwork throughout the
course.

Drawing Studio I
Textbook: Art Talk, McGraw-Hill/Glencoe

This semester-long course will build upon skills and knowledge learned in Drawing Studio |,
further focusing on various drawing methods and materials. The elements of art and principles
of design will be further emphasized along with technical skills using graphite, charcoal, pen and
ink, and chalk pastel. More difficult drawing assignments will challenge students to move
beyond basic skills towards developing individual artistic style.

Drawing Studio IlI
Textbook: Art Talk, McGraw-Hill/Glencoe

This semester long course will further challenge the students to develop their own style and
voice in their work using drawing skills and concepts learned in Drawing Studio | and Il. A wide
variety of artists and their work will be explored as motivation to encourage and inspire
students in their work. Students will develop a portfolio of artwork throughout the course
using various media along with graphite, charcoal, pen and ink, and chalks.

Painting Studio |
Textbook: Art Talk, McGraw-Hill/Glencoe

This semester-long course of study encourages students to develop an understanding of the
elements and principles of art by giving them opportunities to explore painting techniques,
materials, and various types of paint including watercolor, acrylic, gouache, encaustic, and oil.
Paint application techniques and surface texture treatments will be explored. Art history and
present-day artists will be examined in lesson introductions. Students will develop a portfolio of
artwork throughout the course.

Prerequisite: Drawing Studio I
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Painting Studio Il
Textbook: Art Talk, McGraw-Hill/Glencoe

This semester-long course of study will build upon skills and knowledge learned in Painting
Studio |. Painting mediums (watercolor, acrylic, gouache, encaustic, oil), painting techniques,
and surface treatments will be explored further. Students will be challenged with more difficult
painting assignments and encouraged to approach projects in unique and creative ways
developing individual style and voice in their work. They will develop a portfolio of artwork
throughout the course.

Painting Studio Il
Textbook: Art Talk, McGraw-Hill/Glencoe

This semester long course will further challenge students to develop unique style and voice in
their work while continuing to develop basic painting skills and concepts presented in Painting
Studios | and Il, A wide variety of artists and their work will be explored as motivation to
encourage and inspire students to further develop painting skills and techniques along with and
the development of a personal style and voice.

Technical Theatre

This semester-long course of study will encompass set design, set construction, basic structural
building skills, basic power tool usage, basic light design, and sound design. Students will be
expected to serve as the technical team for any other upper school production performed
during the semester they are in the course of study.

High School Band

Textbooks: Essential Elements 2000, Books [, 2, and 3, Hal Leonard, Performance Repertoire

Students will develop musicianship by learning to play an instrument from the Woodwind,
Brass, or Percussion instrument family. Accurate sound production, scales, and rudiments will
be emphasized within a fun learning environment. Students are responsible for providing their
own instruments and materials. They will be asked to practice a minimum of 30 minutes per
day, at home, and will keep a Practice Record of all practice time. Performances will include,
but are not limited to, two formal concerts per year. Band members involved in a performance
ensemble can expect additional rehearsals and performances which are required and which will
be announced with ample notice. Second-year students and beyond will have the opportunity to
participate in GISA, GHSA and GMEA sponsored competitive events.

High School Chorus

Textbooks: /8 Lessons to Sight Singing Success, Hal Leonard, Performance Repertoire

Students will continue to improve their performance and vocal techniques through a variety of
song and practice. Sight-singing and accurate sound production will be emphasized within a fun
learning environment. Students will be asked to practice a minimum of 30 minutes per day, at
home, and will keep a Practice Record of all practice time. Performances will include, but are
not limited to, two formal concerts per year. Chorus members involved in a performance
ensemble can expect additional rehearsals and performances which are required and which will
be announced with ample notice. Second-year students and beyond will have the opportunity
to participate in GISA, GHSA and GMEA sponsored competitive events.
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Music Composition and Theory

Textbooks: Essentials of Music Theory, Alfred Publishing
Tonal Harmony, McGraw Hill

Music Composition and Theory students will learn to compose and arrange music by utilizing
the latest music composition technology. Music Theory concepts covered within the first year
of instruction will include notation in all clefs, building major and minor scales, identifying key
signatures, triads and inversions, circle of fifths, part writing, harmonic anaylsis and
composition. Students will learn to evaluate compositions and apply the analysis to their own
work. Required materials for this course will include music composition software and a music
theory text. Although prior experience on a musical instrument is not required for this course,
students will find that knowledge of a musical instrument will be a tremendous asset when
composing.

Dramall

A major goal of the Drama course is to help students appreciate theatre as an art form that
communicates the human experience. While students will have the opportunity to sharpen
their existing dramatic skills, the purpose of the course is to give students a broad exposure to
the various components of a production. Students can expect to perform on a regular basis as
a part of this course and should recognize that additional rehearsals may be necessary. This
course is an additional Drama Course and does not work in conjunction with the One Act Play.

Spring Drama Production

The purpose of this Drama course is to produce the High School spring drama production.
Students interested in taking this course will audition for roles prior to the spring semester, and
all students who accept a major role will be required to take this course.

Video Production |

Video Production | centers on scripting, shooting, editing, and producing video clips and other
projects for the King’s Ridge community. News of the day, school plays, activities, and speakers
will be among the subjects recorded for posterity. Students will have the opportunity to learn
how to set up a shoot, conduct interviews, upload the shoot to a computer, and edit the shoot
via Final Cut Studio.

Video Production Il

In Video Production Il, students are required to take on additional responsibilities of
management roles for the daily news program. Students will build on skills developed in Video
Production | by honing their camera techniques, conducting interviews, uploading the shoot to
a computer, and editing the shoot via Final Cut Studio.

Video Production Ill

Video Production Ill centers on station production and the development of 10 to 20 minute
video projects. Students in this class are responsible for the daily production management of
the daily news program for the High and Middle Schools. Students will build on skills developed
in Video Production Il by developing individual projects that include detailed scripts, employing
advanced camera and editing techniques, with the end result being the production of high-level
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videos and other projects for the King’s Ridge community. Students will utilize all applications
of the Final Cut Studio suite.

Video Production IV

Video Production IV focuses on station management and the development |5 to 30 minute
video projects. Students in this class are responsible for planning, scheduling and airing the daily
news program for the High and Middle Schools. Students will build on skills developed in Video
Production Ill by developing individual projects that include detailed scripts, employing advanced
camera and editing techniques, with the end result being the production of high-level videos and
other projects for the King’s Ridge community. Students will utilize all applications of the Final
Cut Studio suite.

Foreign Language

The study of Language introduces students to the many cultures and races of people. Language
learning addresses the standards of communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and
communities to provide students with a global perspective through listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills. Ancillaries provide technological enhancement for communication and
grammar. Teaching culture along with language encourages students to analyze, understand, and
appreciate differences among populations, as well as recognize American cultural heritage.
Students are expected to participate actively in class in order to practice using the language skill
that they are acquiring. Students who have not taken the equivalent of one year of a foreign
language in middle school will be required to take Spanish | since French | is not offered as a
single course.

French Il

Textbook: Discovering French Blanc — HS — Level 2, McDougal Littell
La voiture a moi, TPRS Publishing
Le voyage de sa vie, TPRS Publishing

Second-year French builds upon the basic skills learned in French I in all four areas of a language
— reading, writing, speaking, and listening — with additional skills comprising past, imperative,
near future, and imperfect tenses. Students study travel, daily life, activities, and school life
found in France and other francophone countries. Focus on language shifts to more grammar
usage as students study reflexive verbs, object pronouns, and adverbs. Cultural differences and
communication skills remain a vital part of each unit.

French Il Honors

Textbook: Discovering French Blanc — HS — Level 2, McDougal Littell
La voiture a moi, TPRS Publishing
Ou est Passé Martin?, TPRS Publishing

The honors course provides advanced study for students who have excelled in French IB
Honors and have shown a desire to continue the study of French through the Advanced
Placement level. In addition to the French Il curriculum, students read a selected group of
stories for further development of vocabulary and language skills. This course permits the
student to cover material at a more rapid rate and to study the language at a deeper level.
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Writing and reading comprehension skills are cultivated at a more intensive level through the
TPRS curriculum and an introduction to poetry and literature. Cultural differences and
communication skills remain a vital part of each unit.

French Il

Textbook: Discovering French Rouge — HS — Level 3, McDougal Littell
La voiture a moi, TPRS Publishing
Le Voyage Perdu, TPRS Publishing

Third-year French reinforces grammar learned in the previous years, with the addition of
subjunctive, future, and conditional tenses along with advanced grammar. Students also study
the French Revolution and continue to explore poetry and literature. Emphasis is placed on
continual improvement in oral proficiency, as well as in reading, writing, and listening skills.

French IV Honors

Textbook: Trésors du Temps - Niveau Avancé, Glencoe McGraw Hill

This fourth year of French is an advanced course in which students will focus on: extended
conversation using complex sentences and appropriate pronouns; on more complex
comparisons of people, things and actions; on extended narration of past, present and future
events; and on expression of emotions, wishes and hypotheses in complex sentences. This
course is for motivated students to go beyond basic grammar and vocabulary to study intensive
French language and culture.

Spanish |
Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish I, Holt, Rinehart & Winston

This course begins with an introduction to the basic grammatical structure of the language
allowing students to gain confidence in expressing themselves in both oral and written simple
phrases. Students will explore basic elements of communication such as: greeting others,
expressing likes and dislikes, stating wants and needs, discussing schedules, and sequencing
events chronologically. Level | introduces students to the fundamentals of Spanish grammar
including present, past, and near future tenses, direct and indirect object pronouns, and
prepositions. In addition, students will learn basic vocabulary word groups enabling them to
communicate in the target language.
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Spanish Il

Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish Il, Holt, Rinehart & Winston
Donde esta Eduardo?, TPRS Publishing
Mi Propio Auto, TPRS Publishing

In Spanish I, students gain confidence in their verbal expression, augment their aural
comprehension, and build grammatical accuracy in written form. To develop a greater
understanding of grammar and vocabulary, students will employ reflexive verbs and pronouns
while talking about their daily routines, express their feelings and emotions, ask for and give
opinions and advice, make comparisons, and describe people. Students will also learn about
stem-changing verbs, irregular verb conjugation patterns within present and preterite verbal
tenses, and the imperfect verbal tense to recount history, stories in the past, and past
memories/events in their lives. Students will further learn to use formal and informal command
forms, comparisons using superlatives, and common expressions used in shopping scenarios.

Spanish Il Honors

Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish Il, Holt, Rinehart & Winston
Donde esta Eduardo?, TPRS Publishing
El Viaje Perdido, TPRS Publishing
Mi Propio Auto, TPRS Publishing
Viva el Toro, TPRS Publishing

The honors course provides advanced study for students who have demonstrated excellent
ability in Spanish. In addition to the Spanish Il curriculum, students read a selected group of
stories for further development of vocabulary and language skills. This course permits the
student to cover material at a more rapid rate and to study the language at a deeper level. The
development of writing skills is emphasized.

Spanish 111

Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish lll, Holt, Rinehart & Winston
La Gran Aventura de Alejandro, Amsco Publishing

In Spanish lll, students display a command over grammar and vocabulary as they learn to
distinguish between present perfect tense, future tense, usage of por and para, double object
pronouns and the subjunctive verbal tense. Differences between the preterite and imperfect
tenses, verb usage after prepositions, and the use of present and present perfect subjunctive
are studied in detail. Extensive lessons in vocabulary and grammar help students express
opinions, describe people’s behavior, talk about achievements, identify future ambitions, relate
personal background, express agreement or disagreement on issues, and discuss unintentional
events.

Spanish Il Honors

Textbook:  Expresate: Spanish Ill, Holt, Rinehart & Winston

La Gran Aventura de Alejandro, Amsco Publishing
The honors course provides advanced study for students who have demonstrated both
outstanding ability and special interest in the Spanish language. In addition to the grammar and
vocabulary of Spanish Ill, the honors class expands upon the usage of verb tenses and moods,
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and places extra emphasis on speaking, reading, writing, and culture. Also, the culture of the
diverse Spanish-speaking world is presented through projects and cultural readings. To this end,
selected literary works are integrated as students are formally introduced to the study of
Hispanic writing. Only Spanish is spoken in instruction and by the students.

Spanish IV Honors

Textbook:  Repaso, McGraw Hill
Momentos Hispanos, Amsco Publishing

In Spanish 1V, students will refine their ability to communicate both in conversation and in
writing. This is an advanced class for students who are motivated to go beyond basic grammar
and vocabulary to study intensive Spanish language and culture. The course is literature-based
and uses readings to promote vocabulary acquisition and review grammatical structures. Active
classroom participation is mandatory, and classes will be conducted entirely in Spanish. Students
are expected to communicate using the target language at all times.

AP Spanish Language

Textbook:  Sorpresas, Thomson-Heinle
Triangulo, Wayside Publishing

The Advanced Placement Spanish Language course is designed to prepare students for the AP
Spanish Language exam in May. The course is intended for qualified students who are
interested in studies comparable in content and difficulty to a third-year university Spanish
course. It is important that students understand the serious dedication required of a college
level course and are prepared to put forth the requisite effort to succeed. The content of the
course will address the specific sections and conditions of the AP exam which are: listening
comprehension (short and long dialogues and narratives), reading comprehension, free
response writing, essay writing, describing picture sequences and speaking skills. Students will
focus on improving their listening skills by listening to a variety of real world Spanish audio
sources. Students will also review complicated aspects of grammar, practice writing
compositions, and expand their vocabulary base. The course will be taught in Spanish, and
students are expected to speak Spanish at all times during the class period.

History

The History Department at King’s Ridge is dedicated to helping students build on their
knowledge of the fundamental events of history. By analyzing the details of historical events,
students will gain an understanding of forces that continue to shape the world today. Classes
are taught from the philosophy that God has shaped history for His purposes. Students are
encouraged to engage in critical thinking, class discussions, research, and debate. Laptops,
multimedia, cooperative learning, and the Internet are incorporated in class study.

Economics
Textbook: Economics: Principles and Practices, Wadsworth Publishing

This semester course is designed to give students a strong and diverse look into the
complicated but crucial study of both micro- and macroeconomics dwelling in particular on
their past, present, and future roles in our lives. Market forces that drive our national economy
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as well as its global impact will be a focus. Current events relating to economic principles and
ideas will be discussed frequently as will the relationship between economics and politics
throughout American history. It is the intention of the course to provide a non-biased
reflection on these principles and ideas encouraging students to draw their own conclusions,
become more aware of the immense role they play in daily life, and hopefully evolve into good
stewards of financial resources.

Government
Textbook: American Government & Politics Today, VWadsworth Publishing

Government is designed to provide a deeper understanding of American Government. Topics
to be covered include constitutional underpinnings of the United States government, political
beliefs and behaviors, political parties and interest groups, institutions of the national
government as well as civil rights and liberties. The focus of first semester is on the democratic
form of government in America, including the Constitution, federalism and civil liberties.
Students will examine models of political socialization and demographics and their effects on
interest groups, political parties and elections. In the second semester, students will probe
political institutions such as Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy the Supreme Court and
their influences on domestic, economic and foreign policies. In addition, students will learn how
state and local governments operate in a federal system.

AP Government & Politics: United States
Textbook: American Government and Politics Today, VWadsworth Publishing

Advanced Placement Government & Politics is designed to provide a college-level course in
preparation for the Advanced Placement (AP) examination in May. An emphasis is placed on
interpreting documents and statistics, analyzing political theory, writing analytical essays, and
answering free-response questions. Topics to be covered include constitutional underpinnings
of the United States government, political beliefs and behaviors, political parties and interest
groups, institutions of the national government as well as civil rights and liberties. The focus of
first semester is on the democratic form of government in America, including the Constitution,
federalism and civil liberties. Students will examine models of political socialization and
demographics and their effects on interest groups, political parties and elections. In the second
semester, students will probe political institutions such as Congress, the Presidency, the
Bureaucracy the Supreme Court and their influences on domestic, economic and foreign
policies. In addition, students will learn how state and local governments operate in a federal
system. At the end of the school year, there will be a course review in preparation of the AP
Exam.

Students taking this course must complete an additional summer reading book, Miracle at
Philadelphia, by Catherine Bowen as well as additional books during the school year.

United States History

Textbook:  Nation of Nations, McGraw Hill
The United States History course will challenge students to develop an understanding of the
following aspects of United States history: the creation of democracy; struggles and conflicts

within and outside of the country; geography; core beliefs and institutions; cultural diversity;
and America’s role in world affairs. The first semester will begin with the pre-Colonial period
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and end with the Civil War/Reconstruction. The second semester will cover the period from
the Civil War to the Twenty-first century. The course will incorporate multimedia, cooperative
learning, the Internet and focus heavily on class discussions. Students will be assessed through
tests/quizzes, research projects and class activities.

AP United States History
Textbook:  Nation of Nations, McGraw Hill

The AP curriculum in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytical
skills and knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United
States history. The students will develop an in-depth understanding of the creation of America’s
democracy, its struggles and conflicts, geography, beliefs and institutions, cultural diversity and
role in world affairs. First semester will begin with the pre-Colonial history and end with the
Civil War/Reconstruction. Second semester will cover the period from the Civil War to the
Twenty-first century. At the beginning of May the students will take the Advanced Placement
exam in United States History. Special projects will be assigned throughout the course.

World Cultures
Textbook: World Cultures: A Global Mosaic, Prentice Hall

In World Cultures, students will learn and explore the world’s diversity of people, places and
cultures with an emphasis on Africa, South Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, the Middle East,
Europe (including the countries of the former Soviet Union), Africa and North America.
Students will develop a comprehensive understanding of each region’s culture, history, religion,
geography and social environment to form a better understanding of how they fit in the world
today. In our increasingly interdependent world, students need to have a better understanding
of and empathy for different cultures throughout the world. The course will incorporate
multimedia, cooperative learning, the Internet and in-class discussions. Students will be assessed
through tests, quizzes, research projects and class activities.

54



Mathematics

The purpose of studying mathematics at King’s Ridge is based on the premise that God has
created a universe ordered by mathematic principles and commanded mankind to exercise
dominion over His creation. In order to exercise such dominion, we must understand and
continue to discover the mathematical principles upon which the creation functions.
Additionally, the study of mathematics develops and strengthens logical reasoning skills which
will well serve our students in whatever field they choose to pursue and prepare them to
function to their potential, gaining the respect of their peers in their chosen profession and
earning them the right to influence and be heard. In all math classes, students are asked to go
beyond simply knowing the steps involved in solving problems to understanding the reasons
behind the solutions. Honors level classes will move at a faster pace allowing time to explore
more complex and detailed problems as well as additional topics. The honors classes are
designed to prepare students for AP or college level calculus.

Algebra |
Textbook:  Algebra: Structure and Method, Book |, McDougal Littell

Algebra | begins with a review of numerical and variable expressions as well as solving variable
equations. Core topics include: graphing individual and systems of linear equations and
inequalities; applying properties of exponential and radical expressions; simplifying and factoring
polynomials and rational expressions; and solving and graphing quadratic functions. There is a
strong focus placed on using these skills practically by interpreting and solving word problems
on a consistent basis.

Geometry
Textbook:  Geometry, McDougal Littell

This is a traditional Euclidean Geometry course which students take between Algebra | and
Algebra Il. Building on standard definitions and axioms, the course presents techniques of
formal geometric proofs to develop theorems of parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles,
quadrilaterals, and circles. Important practical skills such as finding area, volume, and surface
area are used as a vehicle to further develop students’ ability to think critically and use given
data to solve problems. Particular emphasis is placed on using coordinate geometry to make
connections between geometric and algebraic concepts. Additionally, the course provides an
introduction to trigonometric definitions and applications using right triangles.

Geometry Honors

Textbook:  Geometry, McDougal Littell

Additional topics of study in Honors Geometry include algebraic proofs and spatial
transformations.

Algebra ll
Textbook:  Algebra and Trigonometry: Structure and Method, Book 2, McDougal Littell

Algebra |l begins with a review of the core concepts and skills covered in Algebra I. Matrices
are introduced as a method of solving systems of linear equations. As the course progresses,
particular emphasis is given to techniques of solving equations, properties of functions as well as
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transformations and their graphs. Equations and functions studied include quadratic and higher-
order polynomial, radical, rational, exponential and logarithmic. The course covers conic
sections before moving into an introduction to trigonometry, statistics, and pre-calculus. A
graphing calculator is required.

Algebra Il Honors
Textbook:  Algebra and Trigonometry: Structure and Method, Book 2, McDougal Littell

The Honors Algebra Il class will cover trigonometry and pre-calculus concepts in greater detail.
Additionally, students will be expected to apply their understanding of algebraic concepts to
solve more challenging real world problems than those presented in the standard course.

Algebra lll
Textbook:  Algebra and Trigonometry, Prentice Hall

Algebra Il is designed to reinforce and explore in further detail the topics covered in Algebra
with the goal of preparing students for college level Algebra and Pre-Calculus. Additional
emphasis will be given to application of algebraic concepts to real-world word problems. The
course will focus on manipulation of algebraic expressions in solving equations and inequalities
as well as analyzing quadratic, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions. Students will
thoroughly examine triangle and circular trigonometry as well as trigonometric functions and
identities. A graphing calculator is required.

Pre-Calculus

Textbook:  Precalculus: Graphical, Numerical, Prentice Hall

The course begins with a review of quadratic functions and their properties followed by
analyzing graphs and describing their end behavior. Students will master parent functions and
their transformations, rational functions, and exponential and logarithmic functions. In the
second half of the course, Trigonometry comprises a significant portion with the study and
applications of triangle and circular trigonometry as well as trigonometric functions and
identities. The course also covers analytic geometry including rectangular and polar equations
of conics, matrices, sequences and series. Throughout the course, material is presented to
prepare students for Calculus. The course concludes with an introduction of limits.

Pre-Calculus Honors
Textbook:  Precalculus: Graphical, Numerical, Prentice Hall

Pre-Calculus Honors is an accelerated course designed to prepare students for AP Calculus the
following year. In addition to the topics covered in the standard course, the honors course
includes a study of limits and an introduction to derivatives and integrals. A graphing calculator
is required.

Statistics
Textbook:  Understanding Basic Statistics, McDougal Littell

In this course, students will learn the fundamental terms and concepts used in Statistics. The
end goal will be for students to conduct their own statistical study and make a presentation on
their findings to the class. To achieve this end, instruction will begin with the concepts of
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sampling, data collection, and experiment design. Students will study methods of data
organization, presentation, and interpretation. They will then use this information to design
their own studies on topics of interest to them. Other topics studied will be probability
theory, including combinations and permutations.

Calculus
Textbook: Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic, Prentice Hall

Calculus is a course for students who have completed Pre-Calculus but do not meet the
requirements for an AP level course. Although instruction will address both differential and
integral calculus, the pace and number of topics covered as well as the scope and complexity of
functions will be reduced from the requirements of the AP curriculum. The course will focus
not only on the mechanics but also an understanding of the derivative and integral with
applications from the physical world and economics. A graphing calculator is required.

AP Calculus BC
Textbook:  Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic, Prentice Hall

Advanced Placement Calculus BC follows the College Board curriculum after which students
should be prepared to take the Advanced Placement exam. The BC curriculum roughly
corresponds to the first year of college calculus. Colleges have a wide variety of policies
regarding awarding credit based on AP exam scores; students will need to check with individual
colleges to determine each one’s particular policy. This course begins with a formal study of
limits followed by differential and integral calculus. Students will need to understand all topics
from an algebraic, graphical, numerical, and analytical perspective. In addition to the mechanics
of solving calculus problems, particular attention will be devoted to developing a conceptual
understanding of derivatives and integrals. Applications from the physical world, particularly the
relationship between position, velocity, and acceleration, involving both derivatives and integrals
will be covered. A graphing calculator is required.

Physical Education

The High School Physical Education Department recognizes that God has created us as physical
beings with the mandate to treat our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit. From PE courses in
which students challenge their physical skills to Health classes that inspire them to make sound
decisions regarding their wellbeing, students will focus on developing the skills and habits
necessary for lifelong physical fitness. Each class provides opportunities to participate in a
variety of activities, and assessment includes both written and performance-based skill
evaluations.

Health

Textbook: Health, Prentice Hall

Health is a required semester-long course typically taken in ninth grade and is divided into four
major content areas. The study of mental and social health explores how self-esteem, peer
pressure and personal values affect decision-making. Drug education reveals the negative effects
of tobacco, illegal drugs and alcohol. Students will earn their certification in ADAP (Georgia’s
Alcohol and Drug Awareness Program), required of students under the age of eighteen seeking
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a Georgia driver’s license. Students will also study basic first aid and CPR. Lastly, sex education
is addressed as students explore the costs of teenage pregnancy and sexually transmitted
diseases. In this unit, emphasis is placed on decision-making skills and abstinence.

Personal Fitness
Textbook:  Personal Fitness for You, Stokes and Schultz

This course is designed to engender an awareness of and appreciation for personal health.
Participating in both classroom and physical activities, students evaluate their own fitness levels
and develop behavior modification plans intended to improve their overall physical condition.
Students learn to exercise sound judgment and make decisions for the betterment of their
personal lifetime fitness.

Strength and Conditioning

Strength and Conditioning is a comprehensive course that encompasses all aspects of the
development of muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and cardiovascular fitness.
Emphasis will be placed on the essential components of fithess related activities, body
composition, cardiovascular and muscle training. Developing a personal fitness program will be
a component of the class.

Science

King’s Ridge offers a variety of science courses all of which are designed to teach students
about their world through exploration, observation, and discussion. While certain scientific
theories and hypotheses may challenge students’ beliefs, the School’s philosophy is that an
accurate study of science can only enhance our understanding of God and His natural creation.
The study of science reveals a magnificently ordered universe that could only have been
orchestrated by God. Furthermore, as with literature, the School believes that students need to
understand scientific viewpoints which may be in opposition to their own so that they are
prepared to give an intelligent defense of their beliefs in college and beyond. Science courses
require nightly homework, satisfactory performance on major tests, and extensive lab work.

Anatomy & Physiology
Textbook: Introduction to the Human Body: Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology, ]. Wiley and
Sons

This course is structured to augment students’ understanding of biology through focused study
of the human body. Students will study: basic biochemistry and its relation to the human
functions; microscopic, cellular and tissue morphologies; and the human body systems along
with their interactions in sustaining healthy life. Prerequisites and other requirements for health
careers will be discussed.

Astronomy

Textbook: Universe, W.H. Freeman and Company

This course presents both qualitatively and quantitatively a study of our solar system and the
vast universe beyond. Specific categories include: ancient astronomy, time and calendars, the
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earth-moon system, the sun and solar system, other stars in our galaxy, other galaxies beyond
the Milky Way, constellations, and cosmology.

Biology
Textbook:  Biology, Prentice Hall

Beginning with primitive organisms and proceeding to more complex plants and animals,
students will explore Biology, the science of life. Among the many exciting areas of study within
Biology, students will study the basic chemical components of all living things, cells and their
organelles, and how genetics affects both the cellular and species levels. Both evolution and
creationism will be covered before moving on to the classification of all living things. Emphasis
will be placed on human physiology, which includes the major body systems. The course also
includes an overview of ecology in order to examine complex current events concerning
environmental issues. Students will have the opportunity to use laboratory instruments and
employ the scientific method. Formal lab reports will be used to further investigative thinking
through observation, data collection and analysis, and the presenting of scientific findings.
Students will also complete one project each semester in a group setting to investigate specific
topics.

Biology Honors
Textbook:  Biology, Prentice Hall

Honors Biology is an accelerated course designed to prepare students for AP Biology. The class
will move at a faster pace than the standard course and at an increased conceptual level.
Students will be expected to apply their understanding of scientific concepts to solve more
challenging real-world problems. Real-world issues, such as environmental issues, evolution and
creationism, and others will be studied from all perspectives in a discussion setting. Formal lab
reports will be used to practice proper understanding of scientific research in preparation for
further high school and even college courses.

AP Biology

Textbook: Biology, Benjamin Cummings

Students taking this course should have already completed one year of High School Biology and
one year of Chemistry. AP Biology is designed to provide students with a learning experience
equivalent to that of a two-semester college biology course taken by biology majors during
their first year. Students are guided through the concepts, facts, and analytical skills necessary
to understand today’s changing science of biology. Labwork and its appropriate recordkeeping
are emphasized. The major topics to be covered include the scientific process, foundations of
modern biological models, and today’s environmental and social concerns.

Chemistry
Textbook: = Modern Chemistry, Holt, Rinehart and Winston

In Chemistry, students will investigate the composition, structure, and properties of matter.
This course shows how the necessities of modern life could not be achieved without
knowledge of the subtle interaction between atoms and molecules and the energy exchange
which accompanies them. Specific categories covered in this course include: atomic structure,
the periodic law, bonding, formulas and reaction equations, stoichiometry, the phases of matter,
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solutions and colligative properties, acids and bases, reaction kinetics and energy exchange,
chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, organic, and nuclear chemistry.

Honors Chemistry
Textbook: = Modern Chemistry, Holt, Rinehart and Winston

The content areas covered in Chemistry will also be covered in Honors Chemistry, but the
depth of coverage will be more intense and students will move at a faster pace. Students will
explore areas of study with additional applications and problem solving techniques. The honors
level also requires a Science Fair Project which must be completed and presented at all levels of
competition: The Local Science Fair in February; the Regional Fair in March; and the Georgia
State Science Fair in April. Students considering the Honors Chemistry should understand that
the course will require additional time spent in homework and periodical outside readings.

Physics
Textbook:  Physics, Principles and Problems, Glenco/McGraw Hill

In Physics, students will explore the language in which the universe was written. This course
presents a mathematical discourse of many things with which we engage on a daily basis. Physics
will answer fundamental questions and encourage students to exercise their intellectual
curiosity to discover how planes fly, submarines dive, and electricity is generated. The study of
mechanics, fluids, thermodynamics, wave motion, electricity, magnetism, nuclear physics, and
theories of relativity provides answers to these and related questions.

AP Physics B
Textbook:  Physics, Pearson/Addison Wesley

AP students will explore the laws of physics on a college level in order to prepare for the AP
exam in the spring. Lacking a thorough knowledge of physics, one knows not a tenth of the
beauty by which he is surrounded. To inspire students to appreciate their ordered
environment, AP Physics challenges them to apply the laws of nature and analyze problems of
the real world. Because of the rigorous nature of the course, students considering AP should
possess a high level of autonomy and motivation.

Additional Elective Courses

Computer Science |

Computer Science | will introduce students to the concepts of computer programming using
web based technologies such as JavaScript and Active Server Pages. No prior programming
experience or ability is required or assumed. Computer programming will challenge students to
develop their logical thinking skills and will enhance their understanding of technology in
general. At the end of the course, students will have a solid foundation for further study in
Computer Science if they so desire.

Introduction to Finance

This introductory course provides a general survey of finance and investments. It emphasizes
an intuitive, logical understanding of the theory and practice of financial markets, illustrating the
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concepts through examples and cases drawn from personal application as well as the public,
private and non-profit sectors. Topics covered include personal finance, basic economics,
investment banking, overview of Wall Street and basic financial terms. Students will complete a
project to build an investment portfolio. Woven throughout the course will be a study of
God’s view of money, and expert guest speakers will come to speak on various finance-related
careers. A trip to New York is tentatively planned.

Public Speaking

This course provides students the opportunity to improve significantly their public speaking
skills by practicing and delivering speeches and presentations in a comfortable environment with
personalized feedback. Students will learn: to speak publicly in a convincing, confident and
concise style; to identify and apply key skills of effective public speaking; to employ effective
methods of creating materials that support a compelling speech; to keep the audience focused
and entertained; to design interactive questions to engage the audience; and to sharpen public
speaking skills by preparing, rehearsing and integrating personalized feedback.

Yearbook

In the Yearbook course, students are responsible for putting together the School’s yearbook.
Students are responsible for writing articles and taking and collecting photographs as well as the
editing, layout and design of the finished product. Planning layout, prioritizing tasks and setting
deadlines are all addressed as students work as a team to solve problems and meet goals.
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